
You asked, we said, we did

Parent
De Lacy Academy

Newsletter
October 2025



You asked, we said, we did

Parent Newsletter
De Lacy Academy

October 2025

We hope you have all had the most 
amazing Summer and are ready for 
an exciting year here at De Lacy 
Academy.  We would like to 
welcome all our new year 7 students, 
parents and careers to our 
community, and we hope you are 
just as excited as us about getting 
stuck into an amazing year!

It has been a highly positive start to 
the academic year at De Lacy 
Academy, with students showing 
great enthusiasm and commitment 
across all areas of school life. 
Highlights include our successful 
Careers Marketplace, improved 
attendance, and the celebration of 
student achievements through our 
rewards and recognition initiatives.

R. Fieldhouse.

Welcome back
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Year 11 Mock Exams

Year 11 Success

This half term, our Year 11 students completed mock exams in Science, 
Maths, English, Geography, and BTEC Sport. Their attitude and effort were 
outstanding, with many attending early-morning breakfast sessions to 
prepare. Throughout the exam window, students conducted themselves 
with maturity and focus, and the results reflect their hard work.
We were delighted to celebrate their achievements at the Year 11 Rewards 
Evening on Thursday 23rd October. Awards were presented by the Heads of 
Maths, English, and Science, followed by Pie and Peas for students and 
families. It was a fantastic evening that recognised effort and success — 
setting Year 11 up perfectly as they continue to build towards their GCSEs.

Year 11 Rewards Assembly 
– A Fantastic Step Forward!

We are incredibly proud to share the 
outstanding progress our Year 11 
students have made in their recent 
mock exams. The results reflect the 
tremendous effort, focus, and 
determination that our pupils have 
shown throughout this term.
Across all subjects, there has been 
significant improvement since the last 
assessment point, with many students 
achieving their personal bests. This 
progress is a testament not only to 
their hard work but also to the high 
levels of engagement we have seen in 
lessons.
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Every morning, our Year 11 students 
kickstart their day by tackling a calculator 
question as they cross the blue line, a 
simple but effective routine that gets them 
engaged and thinking straight away. This 
daily challenge encourages focus, 
sharpens their maths skills, and helps 
build confidence in making quick, 
accurate decisions. It's great to see 
students taking ownership of their learning 
and starting the day with purpose and 
positivity!

Year 11 
rewards  

Year 11 Maths Lunchtime Challenge – 
Succeed and Scratch

Every day during lunch, our dedicated 
Year 11 students have been rising to the 
challenge by completing maths 
questions – and their hard work hasn’t 
gone unnoticed! For each day they take 
part, students receive a scratch card 
with the chance to win a variety of 
exciting prizes.

So far, we’ve handed out celebration 
chocolates, chocolate bars, Amazon 
vouchers, and even two tablets! The 
effort, determination, and enthusiasm 
shown has been incredible, and we’re so 
proud of how many students are getting 
involved to sharpen their skills ahead of 
exam season.

Stay tuned to see what’s in store for Half 
Term 2 – even more prizes and surprises 
await!

Succeed and Scratch
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Year 7 Checking-In 
Evening – A Brilliant 
Start!

De Lacy Academy recently 
hosted a welcome event for the 
parents and carers of our new 
Year 7 students. The evening 
provided an excellent 
opportunity for families to meet 
form tutors and learn more 
about the curriculum, lesson 
format, form time, extra-
curricular activities, and 
everything our school has to 
offer.
Parents also had the chance to 
meet our SEND and Reading 
Teams, who play an important 
role in supporting students’ 
learning and wellbeing. It was a 
lovely evening, and we were 
delighted to meet so many of 
you as your children continue 
to settle into life at our school.
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Delta Trainee Teacher Visit to De Lacy 
Academy:

De Lacy Academy was delighted to welcome over 30 trainee teachers 
for their first Intensive Training and Practice session to our school in 
September. The visiting trainees were full of praise for the Academy’s 
positive culture, the dedication of staff, the excellent teaching they 
observed, and the outstanding attitudes and behaviour of our students. 
The day provided valuable learning experiences for the trainees, who 
expressed their gratitude for the warm welcome and support they 
received. We are proud to play a part in developing the next generation 
of teachers and to share the strong sense of community that defines De 
Lacy Academy.

Our community engagement programme 
served up something truly special! Led 
by Mr Mapplebeck and Mr Palmer, 
students, families, and staff came 
together for a hands-on Healthy Heart 
Cooking session — celebrating the 
importance of nutritious, balanced 
meals made simple.

The star dish of the evening was a 
delicious chicken and rice creation 
packed with colourful vegetables, 
showing that healthy eating can be both 
easy to make and full of flavour. 
Participants learned about choosing 
heart-friendly ingredients, 

Community 
Engagement: Healthy 
Cooking.
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We’re celebrating students’ hard work, determination, 
and effort every day!

Students earn positive points for participation, 
behaviour, and effort in lessons — up to 3 stamps per 
lesson.

Points lead to prizes, vouchers, and rewards events 
throughout the year.

Homework Rewards:
• Complete your Maths and Science Sparx 

homework on the first day to earn a treat the next 
day.

• Complete within 5 days for 3G pitch access at 
lunchtime each week.

• Earn up to 50 bonus points per subject each half 
term for completing all homework or catching up 
on missed work.

Attendance Prizes: 

Students with excellent attendance will be entered into 
draws to win £25 Just Eat vouchers and other great 
rewards!

Keep up the fantastic effort — every point, piece of 
homework, and day in school counts!
.

The Celebration Station!
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We are excited to launch the Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) to 
our Year 9 students this term. The 
DofE Award is a nationally recognised 
programme that encourages young 
people to challenge themselves, 
develop new skills, and grow in 
confidence and independence.

The Bronze Award involves four key 
sections:

• Volunteering
• Physical
• Skills
• Expedition

 Over several months, students will 
commit to regular activities in each 
section, such as helping in their 
community, developing a new hobby 
or talent, and improving their fitness. 
The programme culminates in a two-
day, one-night expedition where 
students plan and complete a 
walking route while camping 
overnight as a team. 

Launching the Bronze 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

for Year 9
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Last week, our Year 9, 10 and 11 students took an exciting step toward 
their futures by attending our Post-16 Marketplace Event. The event 
gave students the chance to explore the wide range of opportunities 
available after Year 11 — from college courses to apprenticeships and 
career pathways.

We were thrilled to welcome representatives from Selby College, 
Wakefield College, and Castleford College, alongside a fantastic 
lineup of employers including Dovecote, the NHS, and many more. 
Each visitor shared valuable insights into the skills, qualifications, and 
experiences that can help students succeed beyond school.

Students asked thoughtful questions, explored future career options, 
and gained a clearer understanding of the exciting routes available to 
them after GCSEs. Events like this help our young people make 
informed decisions and inspire them to set ambitious goals for their 
next steps.

Careers Post-16 Market Place.

Next Steps, Bright Futures!
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From Classroom to 
Catwalk: Textiles in 
Paris!

A huge thank you to Mrs N. 
Taberner, Mrs H. Jackson, and Mr 
C. Winter for accompanying our 
GCSE Textiles students on an 
unforgettable trip to Paris.
Students immersed themselves 
in the world of art, design, and 
fashion — exploring the iconic 
Louvre Museum, discovering the 
elegance of La Galerie Dior, and 
experiencing the excitement of a 
live catwalk show at Galeries 
Lafayette.
The trip was a fantastic 
opportunity for students to see 
how creativity and craftsmanship 
come together in the heart of the 
fashion capital. Their behaviour 
and enthusiasm were exemplary, 
and they returned inspired and 
full of new ideas for their 
coursework.
Bravo to all involved for making 
this a truly memorable experience
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