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Our Curriculum Intent 
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The English Reading Strategy

• The English curriculum is designed around the 
theories in Doug Lemov’s Reading 
Reconsidered.

•Within English, at Delta, we deliver the English  
Reading Strategy – with aims to develop 
autonomous readers through rigorous 
reading and literacy instruction.

• It blends up from the KS2 Curriculum, 
complementing the way reading is delivered 
in Primary (in Delta).
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The English Reading Strategy
• The ERS is delivered through our Key Stage 3 
curriculum.

• The idea is to equip students, through KS3, 
with a toolkit for grappling with challenging 
texts which they can then use through their 
GCSE studies (and beyond) without being as 
rigidly guided.

• Systematic exposure to challenging texts – 
FICTION, NON-FICTION, PLAY with a view to 
creating independent, accountable readers 
and writers. 

•Underpinned by regular Trust CPD.



… Changing lives

The English Reading Strategy
•A key aspect of the ERS is intellectual preparation (more on this 
later).

•Our KS3 lessons (and KS4) have 4 Vitals:
1.  Being OUTCOME focused.

2.  ANNOTATING and preparing the teaching text to pre-empt 
misconceptions and prioritise key areas of focus.

3.  Preloading VOCABULARY to avoid transaction costs in reading 
(and writing).

4.  Devising/preplanning QUESTIONS to draw out student 
understanding – targeted at groups/individuals.
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How is the English Curriculum structure?

•Key Stage 3 – developing 
reading, writing and oracy 
skills, through SRS (and 
termly focus).

•Key Stage 4 – building to 
gaining GCSEs in English 
Language and English 
Literature.

Working alongside our ERS in KS3, we also use GL (NGRT) as a means to 

testing reading age (SAS). AR is also used for supplementary data. 

We aim to develop the love of reading through the Reading Routes 

initiative.

All KS3 (Y7 and 8) students get the opportunity to spend AT LEAST 30 

minutes in the LRC per week. Y9 in classrooms. 
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One Page 

Summary

What is 

covered 
when.
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Key Stage 3

•Each year is split into thirds – based on the terms.

• In Term 1 – we focus on a fiction core text.

• In Term 2 – we focus on a literary nonfiction text.

• In Term 3 – we focus on a literary drama text (a play).

All texts chosen are deliberately challenging in an aspect of how they’re 

crafted. We study texts with barriers to systematically expose students to 

grappling with a text – where they have teacher support to do so.
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Term 1: Fiction

Year 7

Year 8

• We start with the study of a fiction text.

• Fiction is the most familiar reading 

material for students, thus the more 

accessible.

• The choice of texts have barriers to 

ensure an element of challenge to 

grapple with.

• Private Peaceful – a non-linear narrative 

structure.

• Animal Farm – an allegorical plot 

dealing with a complex story.

• The Supreme Lie – resistant text.

Built in alongside the core texts are 

supplementary ones to exposure to 
increasing challenge (as well as writing 

opportunities and oracy tasks).

Year 9
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Step 1. Vocabulary
Select the most appropriate words – not the biggest or 

hardest.

Step 2. Sentence Structure

Place those carefully selected words together in the most 
effective way possible.

Step 3. Paragraphs

Group our crafted sentences together in the most effective 
way.

4. Structure

Fitting our carefully crafted paragraphs together in the most 
effective way.

How we master writing.
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 Year 7          Year 8           Year 9

Place/Character/

Atmosphere
The beginning

Place/Character

/Atmosphere

Development/

Action
The middle

Beginning/

Middle/ 

End 
The end

Striving for writing autonomy – planning, crafting, 

redrafting

Term 1 FICTION

DESCRIPTIVE 
DETAIL

ACTION STRUCTURE
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Term 1: Fiction

How can conflict shape 

our experiences?

• Each term’s study has an overarching ‘Big Question’ which acts as the hook for the 

study of the core text (and this feeds into the selection of the choice of 

supplementary texts as well).

How can power corrupt?
How do our relationships 

shape us as people?

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9
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Term 2: Nonfiction

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

• We move on to a study of nonfiction.

• Nonfiction is more challenging and 

resistant by nature – and we devote a 

term to it as it is vital for ‘real world’ 

application.

• As in T1, the choice of texts are ‘thorny’.

• The Boys in the Boat – bridging the gap 

between fiction and nonfiction.

• I Am Malala – contextually challenging 

and deliberate exposure to other 

cultures.

• The 57 Bus – challenging context issues, 

deliberate exposure to other cultures, 

and adult themes.

Built in alongside the core texts are 

supplementary ones to exposure to 
increasing challenge (as well as writing 

opportunities and oracy tasks).
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Term 2: Nonfiction

What qualities allow 

people to survive difficult 

circumstances?

• Each term’s study has an overarching ‘Big Question’ which acts as the hook for the 

study of the core text (and this feeds into the selection of the choice of 

supplementary texts as well).

How do you overcome 

adversity?

Can we make a 

difference?

Year 8 Year 9Year 7
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Term 3: Drama

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

• We move on to the study of a play.

• The National Curriculum specifies two 

Shakespeare texts at KS3.

• The key challenge is the archaic 

language of Shakespeare.

• The Contemporary play is challenging 

stagecraft – and complexity of narrator.

• Much Ado About Nothing – intro to 

studying Shakespeare, archaic text.

• The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time – complex narrator. 

• Romeo and Juliet – more in-depth study 

of archaic text – preparing final term 

study introducing to GCSE style study.

Built in alongside the core texts are 

supplementary ones to exposure to 
increasing challenge (as well as writing 

opportunities and oracy tasks).
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Term 3: Drama Study

When is there a difference 

between appearance 

and reality?

• Each term’s study has an overarching ‘Big Question’ which acts as the hook for the 

study of the core text (and this feeds into the selection of the choice of 

supplementary texts as well).

What makes us different?
Are our lives guided by 

fate or by choice?

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9
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GCSE
• At GCSE we prepare students to sit both English Language and 

English Literature (Eduqas).

• In Year 10 we follow a knowledge rich delivery – aiming to cover all 
Literature set texts with students having a solid knowledge of plot, 
characters, quotes and themes.

• In Year 11 we follow the Delta exam plan – where, for Literature we 
build on the knowledge foundation of Year 10 – guiding students 
towards confidence in essay writing.

• For English Language, students use their SRS toolkit skills to read and 
decode unseen extracts of fiction and nonfiction. They also build on 
the writing skills – both narrative and transactional.
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GCSE – the text choices…
• For Literature, although there is a finite list to choose from, our Literature 

choices are deliberately chosen to enrich our students at Melior.

• An Inspector Calls (Priestley)

• A Christmas Carol (Dickens)

• Macbeth (Shakespeare)

• Poetry Anthology

Note the barriers of the text 

choices (Victorian novel, 

Shakespeare, mid-Twentieth 

century play, poetry across 
the ages). Our students, 

having studied deliberately 

challenging texts at KS3 are 

well prepared to tackle the 

rigour of the GCSE Literature 

course.
We start with AIC and move to ACC and then Macbeth to 

work backwards towards the most archaic language (thus 

dealing with texts in from most accessible to most challenging).

HT1 HT2 HT3
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Skills 

Progression 

& MTPs

Tracking and 

planning for 
development
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Skills 

Progression 

& MTPs

Tracking and 

planning for 
development
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Knowledge 

tracking & 

MTPs

Tracking and 

planning for 
development
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Skills 

Progression 

& MTPs

Tracking for 
oracy
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How do the students know what they’re studying?
(Exemplar Learning Journeys)

5 

year
Termly
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How do the students know what they’re studying?
(The Exam Plan – exam readiness, building stamina and 
resilience)
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The End Goal

•By the time our students leave us, they are equipped to 
engage with whatever their futures hold.

• They will be confident and competent readers, who can 
engage with any text their careers/studies require of them.

• They will be able to fluently express their opinions both in 
writing and orally.
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